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FAQ: World of Fiery Webinar – Color Management 
Fundamentals 
 

When I am creating a profile, which rendering intent should I use? 

Profile creations software allows you to set a default rendering intent when saving a profile.  The default is often Perceptual.  
However, in Fiery XF, Adobe Creative Suite, CorelDRAW, etc., we always override the default and use what we select in our 
applications.  So, you can leave it at the default setting. 
 

When measuring a calibration chart with Fiery XF Color Tools, an expected color is given. How could any color be 
expected a priori? 

When printing and measuring the targets in Fiery XF when building a calibration file, the patches that are printed have no reference 
or expected values other than the "recipe", such as 75% yellow or 89% cyan.  We measure these patches and Fiery XF uses the 
measurements to determine the maximum capability of the output device. 
 

If I have multiple devices, should I aim at the one with the smallest space, or somewhere in the middle? 

You can aim at the smallest as long as the output device with the smallest gamut provides acceptable results.  This will provide you 
with the best inter-device color match.  Selecting a device whose gamut is "in the middle" guarantees lower accuracy from the 
devices with a smaller gamut. 
 

What is perceptual-absolute rendering intent in Fiery XF? 

This rendering intent was developed by EFI. It combines the advantages of the rendering intent “Perceptual”, with regard to image 
definition in areas of shadow, with the color accuracy and paper white simulation of the rendering intent “Absolute colorimetric”. With 
this rendering intent, image data retains its definition in dark areas. It means that shades of color are still visible in areas of shadow. 
 

When will maxicc be supported in Fiery XF?  

If you are referring to the maximum gamut of the output device, we can do that now using a couple of options that I will cover in 
session 3 – “Color Management Inside Fiery XF & Fiery proServer”.  These are the "Use Media Profile" selected for the simulation 
profile and using a G7 curve for expanded gamut printing. 
 

Which color space would you suggest to work with VUTEk QS-2000? 

Although this is impacted by the media used, resolution, levels, binary vs. grayscale, etc., the most commonly selected reference ICC 
Profiles are SWOP, GRACoL or ISO Coated v2. The printer will have the most difficulty hitting saturated purples and greens but 
should be able to hit much of the rest of the gamut. 
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How can I obtain an accurate grey balance? 

This is a function of the ICC profiles, although it can be also done through the use of a G7 type .vcc curve in Fiery XF. 
 

When I send an image by mail, color can be changed? 

If you are referring to email, that act alone should not alter color.  However, if the file is converted to a jpg image and highly 
compressed, that can change the visual appearance.  If you are referring to standard mail, heat as well as decreased air pressure (a 
ride in an uncompressed airplane cargo hold) has been shown to change the color of printed pieces. 
 

Can you help me relate your discussion of Colorimetric intents to choices in the "color set-up" area of Fiery RIP 
servers? For instance on my toner based device, I have four choices; "Photographic", "Presentation", "Relative 
Colorimetric", and "Absolute Colorimetric". Which one would be best to use for accuracy? 
 
Officially, these rendering intents do the following: 
 

• Photographic - Typically results in less-saturated output than presentation rendering when printing out-of-gamut colors. This 
style preserves tonal relationships in images. 

 
• Presentation - Creates saturated colors but does not match printed colors precisely to displayed colors. In-gamut colors, 

such as flesh tones, are rendered well. This style is similar to the Photographic rendering intent. 
 

• Relative Colorimetric - Provides white point transformation between the source and destination white points. For example, 
the bluish-white color (gray) of a monitor is replaced by paper white. This style avoids visible borders between blank spaces 
and white objects. 

 
• Absolute Colorimetric - Provides no white point transformation between the source and destination white points. For 

example, the bluish-white color (gray) is not replaced by paper white. 
 
With that information, you need to determine what you are creating.  If you have images in a gamut much larger than the output 
device, Photographic (Perceptual) would likely be your selection.  If you are generating a proof, Colorimetric would likely be your 
selection, Absolute if you are trying to match the media whitepoint. 
 

How can I color manage my printer if I do not have a RIP? 

The driver you install from the printer manufacturer would supply the calibration portion of the equation.  You could then build an ICC 
profile using a program such Fiery Color Profiler Suite, hire a consultant, or use a service from a company such a Chromix.  You 
would then do all of your color management within your creative application, such as Adobe Photoshop. 
 

How does the file format impact color management? 

Luckily, it no longer does.  As long as the file supports the use of Embedded ICC Profiles - they likely should be, unless the file is 
being used on a web site - then, files are more commonly converted to sRGB and saved with no profile embedded to keep the file 
size smaller. 
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Is it possible to white balance images on an iPhone? 

Yes!  Do a Google search for "iPhone Camera App White Balance" (or Android) and you will find apps that allow you to perform 
visual or automatic gray balance tasks. 
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