
Embracing new technology has been key to the success 
of the John E Wright company. And using it to respond 
to market demands has been a trigger for growth. 

As an early user of fl atbed UV-curable printers, John E 
Wright’s managing director Tony Barnett has seen the 
technology evolve and improve over the years. During 
the past decade, the requirement for fi ne detail has 
become more important, with highly detailed point-
of-sale and retail applications necessitating greyscale 
capabilities. This is essential so that precision shades 
can be matched to brands’ colours and areas, such as 
detailed skin tones, fi ne text and solids can always be 
reproduced with clarity and accuracy.

John E Wright’s most recent investment needed to 
accommodate high throughput speeds, the ability to 
produce highly accurate results and accommodate 
the ever-broadening requirement to work successfully 
with non-traditional and, sometimes, diffi  cult substrates 
and surfaces. “We also knew that we needed to be able 
to print across a full 3.2m width on all types of media, 
as well as have the ability to create output quality that 
was comparable with off set litho and screen-printing,” 
states Barnett. “After looking at options from other 
manufacturers, we decided to purchase the VUTEk® 
GS3250lx Pro from EFI™ as it ticked all the boxes for 
our present and future requirements.”

Widening capabilities

Because the machine incorporates EFI’s cool-cure LED 
technology, it has helped John E Wright to extend media 
types, enabling it to work on traditionally diffi  cult 
materials and heat-sensitive surfaces. Julie Boaden, 
business graphics manager at John E Wright, works 
closely with technical director, Alan Edwards. “Working 
with this printer gives us far more than superior quality 
and fast throughput rates,” says Boaden. “We now have 
the ability to use tricky substrates without compromising 
production speeds, and this means we have no problems 
with the buckling and surface damage that could result 
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from using the traditional UV-curing lamps incorporated into our  
older machines.”

“EFI’s cool-cure technology’s capacity to print direct to very delicate 
and difficult materials gives us the assurance that we will get total 
consistency during the LED curing process,” confirms Barnett. “Using 
LEDs has given us additional stability as the long-lasting lamps save 
on the running costs and change-over times needed with traditional 
curing methods.”

“There are additional, significant benefits to EFI’s cool-cure technology,”  
adds Edwards. “As well as their durability and consistency, LEDs have 
faster start-up times so we can be printing within five minutes. The 
VUTEk technology is so reliable that we’ve had less than one day’s 
down-time in a whole year.”

A perfect pair

Dovetailing neatly into John E Wright’s expansion plans, the VUTEk 
GS3250lx has proved to be the perfect companion for the company’s 
new Zünd cutting table with a G3 XL-3200 system. The additional 
speeds and overall faster throughput from the printer meant that 
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backlogs were forming in the company’s cutting department and, in 
combination with a vastly improved print-to-cut workflow, it is now 
straightforward to generate intricate printed creations that are shaped 
to precision tolerances that satisfy the most demanding of output 
requirements.

The combination of VUTEk GS3250lx Pro and the Zünd G3 XL-
3200 has resulted in John E Wright winning numerous new and 
prestigious contracts in the retail sector, with faster turnaround times 
complementing the high-quality yet cost-effective results generated 
with both these machines. 

Typical applications include permanent and temporary signs and 
displays, point-of-sale applications and intricate graphics that require 
both high-quality print and specialist packaging tools to generate 
creases, folds and clean-cut edges. 

Reaching new markets

Greater versatility across a wider range of materials is now straight-
forward, whether this is Dibond, acrylic, lighter weight foam-boards, 
roll-fed media and corrugated materials. “This latter option has also 
enabled us to address new markets,” comments Boaden. “With our 
durable print quality and excellent ink adhesion combined with the 
power and flexibility of our new cutting table, we are now producing 
increasing amounts of packaging mock-ups as well as complex free-
standing point-of-purchase units for the retail sector.”

Software has played an integral role in the increased throughput times,  
adding essential accuracy parameters at John E Wright. The company 
quickly became an enthusiast of Fiery XF proServer which, installed 
with the VUTEk GS3250lx Pro, provides high-speed productivity in 
an end-to-end workflow and supports seamless input of data, colour 
management plus spot and process colour optimisation. Aided by 
greyscale technology smooth gradients are ensured. Other benefits 
include removal of artefacts, clean highlight areas, plus simple 
profiling algorithms and fast RIP speeds. 
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EFI’s ‘cool-cure’ technology enables very delicate and difficult materials to be printed.
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Environmental standing

John E Wright has ISO14001 and ISO9001 accreditation. Edwards 
emphasises: “The VUTEk printer’s cool-cure LED lamps and their  
associated reduction in energy costs and carbon footprint significantly  
helped our renewal of our ISO14001 accreditation for 2014.” 

Barnett believes strongly that the company’s steady and circumspect 
investment philosophy has now resulted in the perfect partnership 
between the two technology manufacturers, proving to be an 
unbeatable combination for fast, consistent, accurate and reliable 
print-to-cut capabilities.

EFI fuels success.
From Fiery to superwide inkjet, from the lowest cost per label to the most  
automated business processes, EFI has everything your company needs to succeed.  
Visit www.efi .com or call 0808 101 3484 or +44 (0)1246 298000 for more information.


