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FAQ: World of Fiery Webinar – Color Standards & 
Specifications 
 

Are we working towards a worldwide standard? 

We are, but it is not a quick process as each area of the world feels that their specifications are the most appropriate.  We do have 
specifications from different regions that are quite similar so we are getting there. 
 

How often should I calibrate my spectrophotometer? 

Your spectrophotometer likely self-calibrates each time it is used.  However, companies like X-Rite recommend that devices that they 
manufacture should be recertified at the X-Rite factory annually.  
 

Our dealer told us to change the lamps in our light booth before they burn out. Is that correct? 

Absolutely. Light booth lamps are no longer accurate long before they burn out.  Manufacturers often recommend changing lamps at 
the 2500 hour mark, roughly annually if used for 8 hours a day. 
 

Has the calibration and ICC workflow been enhanced in the new version of XF RIP? The version that we sold with 
the KIP7800 was difficult to use. Will it support G7 data sets? 

The calibration procedure for the KIP has not changed, but some users are reporting success if they simply build a new ICC Media 
Profile. Give that a try. 
As for G7, a G7 curve can be added as a Visual Correction (.vcc) Curve. 
 

What is preferred for offset printing, D50 or D65? 

Today, I would recommend the new ISO 3664:2009 compliant lamps.  This specification is for D50 with a very specific amount of UV. 
The new M1 measurement specification measures with this same amount of UV so that you can measure and view any paper 
regardless of its Optical Brightening Agent (OBA) content. M1 is also the standard for the new GRACoL and SWOP datasets. 
 

Do TIFF & PDF formats affect the speed of RIPping? 

Not because of the file type itself, but because you can have so many more elements, layers, transparency, vector art, etc. in PDF 
files which can complicate the RIPping process. So TIFF files will RIP faster. They are already bitmaps so they don’t require 
rendering the way fonts and vector graphics do. 
 

If the UV lamp shows optical brighteners in the media, is it better to use the UV filter on the i1Pro2? 

Today M1 would be your best bet for measurements as that will match the current lamps in light booths and the newer GRACoL and 
SWOP datasets.  If you measure M1, there is no need to check if a sheet has optical brighteners.  
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Which would you recommend for VUTEk QS2000, GRACoL or SWOP? 

Well, the more color the better is what I always say so, on that basis, I would say GRACoL.  However, not all media can hit GRACoL 
but you can try.  Fiery XF and Fiery proServer will get as close as it can. If you plan to use a media that does not have enough gamut 
to match GRACoL then you have to choose a standard you can match like SWOP3 or SWOP5, then use that for all media if you want 
medias to match or use GRACoL on your larger gamut medias for better saturated colors. 
 

Is there a 'new' standard viewing booth light replacing the standard 5000k fluorescent we currently use? 

Yes. Look for lamps that carry the ISO 3664:2009 label.  They are available from the light booth manufacturers. 
 

Can you send me this presentation? 

A copy of the presentation used during our Webinar session can be found here - http://www.efi.com/marketing/fiery-servers-and-
software/webinars/wof/webinar-series/2015/June17/.  
 

I understand the ES-2000 can be switched between UV-cut and non-UV-cut. Is there a physical switch, or how is this 
done? 

This is a software based switch, usually in the “settings” panel once the device is selected in the interface. Remember UV cut is M2 
and UV included is M0. 
 

What software do you use with i1 to read individual L*A*B* values? I am not looking for software to scan the whole 
test strip. 

You can do this in the Color Editor program from within Fiery XF or Fiery proServer. 
 

In which situations do you use the different device settings ref. M0, M1 or M2? What makes you decide to use 
either? 

If I need to match a standard or will view the final product in a newer light booth I will select M1.  If I’m simply looking for pleasing 
color or if my final work is not going to be evaluated/accepted in a D50 light booth then I’ll select M0 as it is faster to measure. 
 

Why hasn't SWOP adopted a newer specification since paper 3 grades have become bluer and slightly brighter? 

SWOP was last updated in 2013, the first update since 2006.  Large organizations do not move fast. 
 

How long are lamps good in a typical booth? 

On average, lamps will last one year if used 8 hours a day, 5 days a week.  With two shifts, seven days a week, you are looking at 
every 4 months or so. 
 

http://www.efi.com/marketing/fiery-servers-and-software/webinars/wof/webinar-series/2015/June17/
http://www.efi.com/marketing/fiery-servers-and-software/webinars/wof/webinar-series/2015/June17/
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Why does a Pantone color look a little different on press than Pantone book? 

Often it is the stock that the color is printed on.  Unless you are printing with a press unit loaded with that mixed Pantone color, you 
will almost always see a difference compared to the Pantone fanbook.  
 

How did John flatten the file? 

I used PitStop Pro from Enfocus to flatten the file. Included with Fiery JobFlow, PitStop Pro allows you to inspect, troubleshoot, and 
correct jobs.  

http://www.efi.com/products/fiery-servers-and-software/fiery-workflow-suite/fiery-jobflow/overview/
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