
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stephen A. Wynn is widely credited with creating the first 
destination resort in Las Vegas and transforming the city into a 
world-wide tourist destination.  
 
Mr. Wynn moved to Las Vegas in 1968.  An entrepreneurial real 
estate transaction with Howard Hughes in 1971, provided Mr. 
Wynn with the capital necessary to take control and become 
CEO of the Golden Nugget Casino in downtown Las Vegas.  
Previously a simple casino without rooms, Mr. Wynn transformed 
the Golden Nugget into a 1,900-room resort with entertainment 
headliners such as Frank Sinatra, and dining and shopping that 
elevated the character of downtown Las Vegas.  
 
Mr. Wynn next turned his attention to Atlantic City and introduced his ground-breaking Golden 
Nugget Resort. Located on the famous boardwalk and known for its lineup of superstar 
entertainment like Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Liza Minnelli and Lionel Ritchie, the Golden 
Nugget dominated the Atlantic City market until Mr. Wynn sold it in 1986.  
 
Mr. Wynn assembled 110 acres of land on the Las Vegas strip and over the course of the 
ensuing 14 years was recognized for creating modern Las Vegas.  He began with the 3,000-
room Mirage in 1989, at the time the largest resort built in a single phase in the world.  Its 
opening was so successful it ignited a $12 billion construction boom that catapulted Las Vegas 
into America’s number one tourist destination.   The 3,000-room Treasure Island followed in 
1994, and the Bellagio, featured on the cover of Time magazine and at the time hailed as the 
most spectacular hotel in the world, opened in 1998.  That same year, Mr. Wynn completed the 
leading resort in the southern United States, Beau Rivage in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
 
Each of the resorts in Mr. Wynn’s company, Mirage Resorts, dominated the market after 
opening.  Without exception, every resort upon opening set a new market record for gaming 
revenue, and it is especially noteworthy that at each resort non-gaming revenue exceeded 
gaming revenue. 
  
Whether it is fountains that dance hundreds of feet in the air, stunning volcanos that erupt or 
pirate ships that sink, fanciful ground-breaking public entertainment has been the hallmark of 
the resorts designed and built by Mr. Wynn and his team, who create within the company itself 
all of the architecture and interior design, and oversee each and every detail of construction.  
 
In 2000, Mr. Wynn sold Mirage Resorts and launched his current company, Wynn Resorts, 
beginning with the construction of Wynn Las Vegas, which opened in 2005, followed by Wynn 
Macau in 2006.  The opening of Encore Las Vegas in 2008 brought the total number of rooms at 
the Las Vegas complex to 4,750.  Mr. Wynn opened Encore Macau in 2010 and increased the 



total rooms at his Macau resorts to 1,014.  Forthcoming developments include the ground 
breaking 25 billion RMB, 530,000 square-meters resort Wynn Palace in March 2016, located in 
Macau in the area known as Cotai.   Wynn Resorts also won the highly competitive sole license 
for the Boston, Massachusetts, metropolitan area.  Located in on the Mystic River in Everett, it 
is set to open in early 2018. 
 
Wynn Resorts has received more Forbes Five-Star Awards than any other independent hotel 
company in the world.  Remarkably, Wynn Macau is the only Quintuple Five-Star Resort in the 
world, the honor recognizing not only the Wynn rooms in Macau, but also the spa and three of 
the restaurants. 
 
Mr. Wynn was named one of the “25 Captains of Capitalism” by Forbes magazine, along with 
Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Rupert Murdoch, Michael Dell, Warren Buffet and others.  Of the 
honorees, Forbes said, “These twenty-five created a product, built a market or satisfied a need 
that touches us all.”   
 
Barron’s has named Mr. Wynn one of the 30 “World’s Best CEOs,” and in 2014, Harvard 
Business Review ranked Mr. Wynn number 17 of the “100 Best-Performing CEOs in the World.”  
Time magazine included Mr. Wynn as one of the “World’s 100 Most Influential People.”  
 
In 2006, Mr. Wynn was inducted into the American Gaming Association’s Hall of Fame. 
That same year, Mr. Wynn was appointed by President George W. Bush as a trustee of the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.  
 
Mr. Wynn is the recipient of five honorary doctoral degrees, including the University of 
Pennsylvania, his alma mater and on whose board of trustees he served.  He has also received 
honorary doctoral degrees from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; Johnson & Wales 
University in Providence, Rhode Island; Sierra College; and The Culinary Institute of America. 
 
Under Mr. Wynn’s leadership, Wynn Resorts has been honored by Fortune magazine as one of 
the “World’s Most Admired Companies” for seven consecutive years, stating that “CEO Steve 
Wynn’s transformation of mundane hotels and casinos into sparkling gaming palaces has 
forever changed Las Vegas.”    
 
 
 
 


