
Challenge:

Nicole Isbell created a 3-foot by 4-foot acrylic painting 
of the Golden Gate Bridge, titled “The Gate.” Precise 
color is crucial for artists like Isbell, particularly when 
painting a world-famous landmark.

Jeff  and Kathy Main fell madly in love with the piece, 
which now resides in their home. The Mains also 
happen to be owners of AMP Printing in Dublin, Calif. 
– and they insisted that Isbell share her piece with 
the world. 

Isbell, however, was confl icted; she feared that details 
would be lost in the printing process if her art was 
reproduced for a wider audience. 

“There was the fear that the depth, texture, and 
intimacy of the painting would get lost in the printing,” 
Isbell says. “Everybody recognizes that distinctive color 
of the Golden Gate Bridge.” 

Artist’s Golden Gate Bridge 
colors captured perfectly, 
from painting to print. 

VUTEk® HS100 Pro 
Case Study

“These creations are my heart and soul 

and brain and experiences on display.”

NICOLE ISBELL,
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA ARTIST
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Solution:

With 36 years of experience, AMP Printing is dedicated to keeping up 
with precise customer demands, and it currently owns six EFITM VUTEk® 
printers to meet the needs for high-quality, superwide-format graphics 
imaging. AMP Printing used the EFI VUTEk HS100 Pro high-volume 
digital UV inkjet press to print “The Gate” on a canvas-like material 
known as DreamScape. Jeff Main noted that any one of the VUTEk 
printers they own could have done the job. 

“I saw an example of what AMP Printing could do with their EFI 
printers, and I was just blown away by the quality and clarity,” 
Isbell says. “We decided to use one of AMP’s top-of-the-line 
printers to reproduce “The Gate” in all its splendor, life-sized, 
textured, and glorious.” 

The EFI VUTEk HS100 Pro is revolutionary in productivity and image 
quality, with less waste, less downtime, true grayscale technology, 
vibrant reproductions, and precise ink lay-downs. The high-volume 
capabilities of the hybrid flatbed/roll VUTEk HS100 Pro presses 
complement the strong roll-to-roll production capabilities of the 
company’s new VUTEk GS5500lxr Pro printer.

Art has always been a part of Nicole 
Isbell’s life, allowing the 25-year-
old San Francisco Bay Area native 
to create a visual diary through 
her artistic form. The young artist 
from Danville, Calif. specializes in 
illustration and painting and holds a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the 
University of Arizona. 

“I’ve always been a creative soul,” she 
says. “These creations are my heart 
and soul and brain and experiences 
on display.” 

Nicole Isbell

nicolemisbell@gmail.com  

www.nicolemisbell.com

AMP Printing 

6955 Sierra Court 

Dublin, CA 94568

www.ampprinting.com 
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Result:

One of the six reproductions of Isbell’s painting made using AMP’s 
EFI VUTEk HS100 Pro press now hangs in EFI global headquarters in 
Fremont, Calif. 

“We duplicated it exactly,” Jeff Main says. “If you put the original 
and reproduction next to each other, you wouldn’t be able to see 
the difference.”

For Isbell, having her art turned into prints is “really expanding my 
universe.” She was thrilled with the results from the EFI products 
used by AMP. No texture or depth was lost, she says, and now she 
has a new medium in which to share her art. Isbell is considering 
producing more print copies in smaller size format. 

“There’s something about being able to walk away with art in your 
hands that people really like,” she says.

“The Gate”, an iconic acrylic painting by San Francisco Bay Area artist Nicole Isbell. The painting has been reproduced by Dublin, Calif. 
-based AMP Printing with an EFI VUTEk HS100 Pro high-volume digital UV inkjet press.

“I saw an example of what 

AMP Printing could do with 

their EFI printers, and I was 

just blown away by the 

quality and clarity.”

NICOLE ISBELL, 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA ARTIST



EFI fuels success.
We develop breakthrough technologies for the manufacturing of signage, packaging, 
textiles, ceramic tiles, and personalized documents, with a wide range of printers, inks, digital  
front ends, and a comprehensive business and production workflow suite that transforms 
and streamlines the entire production process, increasing your competitiveness and boosting 
productivity. Visit www.efi.com or call 650-357-3500 for more information.

Nothing herein should be construed as a warranty in addition to the express warranty statement provided with EFI products and services.
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