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FAQ: World of Fiery Webinar – Color Tools Overview 

 

Q: How would we match a 4/c primary color, something like a coke red between two wide format devices? 

A: Ideally, I would add this as a named spot color in the spot color library using the Color Editor program.  This way, Fiery XF will 
automatically select the best possible CMYK "recipe" for each media when you select the appropriate .epl file.  If color is only 
specified as CMYK, you would need to, possibly, edit the ICC media profiles in order to attain the color accuracy you are looking for. 
 

Q: If after relinearizing and optimizing I'm still not hitting the mark on Pantones, what can I do to troubleshoot why 
what the printer is printing doesn't even remotely match what is in the Pantone Colour Bridge? 

A: I'm going to assume that you are looking at the "pretty" side of the Bridge book and not the CMYK Process equivalent side.  If you 
have a file with named spot colors and accurate L*a*b* specifications for them in the spot color library, and the colors are not 
accurate, you have a number of options.  You could use the spot color optimization tool in the Color Editor program in Fiery XF 6.x.  
You could also optimize the colors within a job using the Dynamic Wedge.  In the Color Editor, you could also use the gamut check 
tool to ensure that the delta-E of the color is not too high.  If it is, this may indicate that the color is out-of-gamut, in which case, there 
is little that you can do. 
 

Q: If we print something with colour management turned off, we're actually closer to the Pantone book than with it 
turned on using our profiles. 

A: With color management turned off, you cannot process L*a*b* values but only CMYK.  If you have color management turned off 
and can process and print your files, it means that you do not have named spot colors which reference L*a*b* values and are 
therefore limiting what Fiery XF can do. 
 

Q: Can I trial the Color Profiler Option? 

A: Yes, contact your EFI Certified Partner, or your EFI representative.  They can provide you with a 30 day code that will unlock all 
product options for testing. 
 

Q: I'm unclear on the difference between Relinearization and Recalibration. Can you perhaps explain those again 
and when to perform them? 

A: We only have a tool for Relinearization which some users call Recalibration.  I just want you to understand that, when you 
Relinearize, you are simply trying to get return the primary ink limits and curves to a close proximity of where they were when you 
built your original .epl file.  For "pleasing color" this may be fine.  If not, Optimization is a better choice. 
 

Q: Would you be able to touch on Halftoning and the differences/applications of the different options under colour 
tools? 

A: This will be covered in the next Webinar covering Calibration and Profiling. For more information and to register, please visit 
http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFiery2016/WideFormat. 
 

http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFiery2016/WideFormat
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Q: In a printer printing with white ink on solid substrates, how do the different paper white options affect those 
prints and what would be optimum for printing on a black vinyl? 

A:  Unless you use the Absolute Colorimetric rendering intent, they won't.  The white point of the document is simply the color of the 
white ink as impacted by the opacity of the ink and the color of the substrate. 
 

Q: When I try to optimize a spot colour in a document and we reiterize, my delta E values increase with each step 
rather than decrease. It doesn't seem to matter what colour we're trying to edit. Any thoughts on why this might be 
occurring? 

A: Unfortunately, this is a question for Support as it should work.  If you go to Help>EFI Technical Support in the Fiery XF Client you 
will see a list of phone numbers and an email address to contact Support. 
 

Q: Can you tell me the differences between Color Profiler Option and Color Profiler Suite? 

A: The technology for the two products is the same.  Basically, the Color Profiler Option is Color Profiler Suite integrated into Fiery 
proServer and Fiery XF while Color Profiler Suite is the stand-alone version, primarily intended for use as a solution for Fiery toner 
devices.   
 

Q: How does Proof and photo intent affect the linearisation? 

A: I'll cover this in the next Webinar, but in a nutshell, Proof strives to limit inks as closely to match the hue angle of the primary colors 
in the reference profile. 
 

Q: What version of Fiery XF are you demonstrating? 

A: I was using Fiery XF 6.3, a Beta version of what we will be releasing soon.  That said, nothing covered today would be any 
different in many prior versions of Fiery XF. 
 

Q: How is the Ink Consumption figure calculated? 

A: Fiery XF uses the ink limit target which contains 0% to 100% gradations and calculates how much more or less ink would be used 
by modifying the normal to light ink relationship. 
 

Q: How can the noise in the bottom (dark) end of the gamut be eliminated? 

A: If it is actually reflecting what is happening on the machine, and it is for an EFI VUTEk, Matan, Reggiani, or a few newer printers 
we will support from other manufacturers, in the soon to be released update, 6.3, we will have advanced black generation tools 
where you can try smoothing the input data and/or the output table.  Otherwise, you could try to measure multiple targets and 
average them together to see if the problem is a measurement or a printer unevenness issue. 
 



 

3 
06/15//2016 

Q: In Color Optimization, what two colors are being compared in the Delta E measurements? 

A: The Optimizer compares all patch pairs for the Average delta-E value, selects the pair with the lowest accuracy for the peak delta-
E value, and the media white point for the white point value. 
 

Q: I meant "Optimize Profile" in the last question. What do the Delta E figures represent? 

A: Same answer then...  The Optimizer compares all patch pairs for the Average delta-E value, selects the pair with the lowest 
accuracy for the peak delta-E value, and the media white point for the white point value. 
 

Q: Is there a way to linearize the white ink? 

A: Only for a VUTEk printer that supports the use of white ink at this time.  If you select to Linearize a VUTEk printer with "White" in 
the name under "Device type:", in the Linearization tool you will see a White tab and you will be able to linearize white. 
 

Q: I would like to match two calibrations to get the most accurate output in neutrals (grays). It is the same output 
device/printer, but from the first mode I use only CMYK, second I use CMYK plus clear ink, which covers the CMYK, 
but moves it to a yellowish cast? 

A: You should make sure that you use the Clear on all of the targets that you print so that Fiery XF knows the color of the clear ink 
while building the .epl file and the ICC media profile.  For the final accuracy, you may need to edit the media profile of one of the 
printers to match the other.  You may also want to build a "G7 .3cc" visual correction curve to control gray balance to a higher level.  
Details are at Help.efi.com. 
 

Q: Are there any new color features for Fiery proServer and Fiery XF coming soon? 

A: Yes, version 6.3 which launches soon has a new color swatch book printing feature, a new multi-channel profiler for selected 
printers, ink limiting improvements for EFI printers and more. Look out for the launch announcement for more details. 
 

Q: Ink Limit Channel chart for ES2000.  How can I locate what each patch dot percentage is? 

A:  The ink limit charts are built on-the-fly when creating a linearization and do not exist as freestanding targets.  You can, however, 
find the generated files in the C:\ProgramData\EFI\EFI XF\Client\Working folder, and open the IT8 files to get an idea of the values. 
 

Q: Are you going to send us the PowerPoint information? 

A:  Yes, all registrants and attendees will receive a follow-up email with a link to the session recording, plus resources including a 
PDF of the presentation. You can find these at http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFiery2016/Jun15. 

Q: This and other webinars are available online, correct? 

A:  Yes, all previous webinars can be found at http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFieryWF; this session will be loaded within the next few 
days. 
 

http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFiery2016/Jun15
http://webinar.efi.com/WorldofFieryWF
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