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Based in Rockford, Ill., Interstate
Graphics Inc. (IGI) is a family-run printing
company supplying point-of-purchase
(POP) and store signage to retailers. The
25,000-square-foot firm offers the most
advanced digital printing solutions and
capabilities in Northern Illinois. John
Norwood Sr. founded the company as a
screen-printing business in 1985. His son,
John Jr., presides over the company and
his brother Jim is IGI’s general manager.
The company has 30 full-time employees
and offers screen and digital printing on
an extensive line of materials and the
abilities to finish products with multiple
fabrication processes and tools. Rigid and
flexible substrates include polyethylene,
styrene, vinyl, polycarbonate, Coroplast
(corrugated polypropylene or
polyethylene), pressure-sensitive vinyl,
aluminum, steel, magnetic sheeting,
cardboard, and other paper products.
7817 Burden Road
Rockford, IL 61115
(815) 877-6777
www.igiprint.com

Interstate Graphics Accelerates
Analog-to-Digital Transformation with
EFI VUTEk UV-inkjet Innovations
Challenge:
While digital printing has long been a strong point at IGI, an increase in
business had created a need to produce high-quality digital printing at
even faster speeds. “We were getting requests for longer runs and big
sheets, and it was taking up too much time,” says IGI President
John Norwood Jr.
“It was a capacity issue.” His brother, IGI General Manager Jim Norwood,
adds, “It’s really about staying competitive and keeping up with technology.”
While the company still does a significant amount of screen-printing
work, IGI has a strong digital printing background, and has had a positive
experience with the productivity and value VUTEk printers offer. “We
originally started running 4x8-foot sheets with a VUTEk PressVu 200,”
notes John Norwood, “then migrated to their QS and GS models.”
IGI competes in a market where businesses have always had to choose
between higher quality or higher productivity. The Norwoods, however,
needed a way to have both in a single machine. After researching options
in the market, they chose the EFI™ VUTEk® HS100 Pro UV inkjet press.

Solution:
IGI became one of the first VUTEk HS100 Pro users in North America.
The firm’s executive team made the decision to invest in the 3.2-meter
device as an alternative to analog equipment. Installed this past spring,
the HS100 Pro prints at speeds exceeding 100 boards per hour, or 70
boards per hour in point-of-purchase (POP) mode. The inkjet press
accelerates the industry’s shift from prep-intensive, analog screen print
and large-format offset to efficient, versatile UV inkjet digital printing.
For companies like IGI, the dramatic increase in throughput reduces
turnaround times and creates new business opportunities, driving new
revenue by combining the best margin opportunity with the lowest cost
per print.
Now, IGI can not only take on short-run jobs more profitably, it can also
produce longer sheet runs at a cost per print that is competitive with
or lower than traditional, analog printing process. Innovative imaging
technology driven by the press’s Orion OS software platform delivers
the critical color accuracy and consistency that customers demand with
the productivity and digital efficiencies that printers need.

Solution:
“The VUTEk HS100 Pro UV
inkjet press can output at
nearly triple the speed of the
GS, depending on
the mode.”
–John Norwood
President
Interstate Graphics Inc.

With the HS100 Pro, IGI offers customers more efficient versioning and
less waste while transferring analog-printed work to digital production.
“Speed is the big thing,” says Jim Norwood, “and the quality is as good
or better than the GS.”

Results:
The additional productivity has allowed the Norwoods to pull back from
running two shifts to one. And from an ROI perspective, the reduced
labor costs related to running a faster, more productive device, add to
IGI’s bottom line.
While the new VUTEk HS100 Pro has replaced one GS model printer,
the IDEAlliance G7 Master-certified firm still runs its VUTEk GS3250LX
LED UV-curing printer–a “greener” solution from EFI that produces less
waste, uses less energy and is capable of printing on recycled and other
materials without warping or head strikes.
The Norwoods appreciate the flexibility they get with the hybrid flatbedand-roll operation on its VUTEk printers. “We are partial to hybrids
versus true flatbeds because we like the option to run roll,” explains
John Norwood. “Roll-to-roll is not our primary business, but we’re
definitely not opposed to running it.”
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IGI is discovering still more ways to innovate and profitably grow using
EFI VUTEk technologies. In October 2013, IGI became the first printing
company in the world to install a two-meter EFI VUTEk GS Pro-TF
system, a 2-meter wide ink and printer offering that allows for the digital
printing of graphics on flat sheets of plastic media that are meant to be
thermoformed into 3D shapes.
Thermoforming is a process that is often used for illuminated gas
station signs, vending machine panels and even automotive body
parts, but up until now those items could not really be printed digitally
because inkjet inks could not stand up to the heat and pressure of the
thermoforming process.
However, the EFI VUTEk GS-TF Ink IGI uses with its newest installation
has been optimized for deep-draw thermoforming applications. It is a
patented, extremely flexible eight-color plus white, UV-curable digital ink
lineup specially formulated for first-surface interior and second-surface
exterior/backlit applications where common thermoplastic is specified
for deep-draw thermoforming.
VUTEk GS-TF Ink exhibits outstanding elongation characteristics while
maintaining excellent adhesion and opacity. Additionally, this ink
provides ideal characteristics for heat bending and routing of acrylic
sheets–with no chipping or loss of adhesion.
IGI is using the system to offer high-quality, shorter-run thermoformed
work, including test runs and prototypes that are not cost-effective to
produce using analog printing methods.

Results:
“The VUTEk GS Pro-TF system
has a softer ink that cures
fast for thermoforming.”
–John Norwood
President
Interstate Graphics Inc.

“We do screen printing for customers who want thermoformed work,”
says John Norwood. “Our new EFI VUTEk GS Pro-TF system is an
option for them to go digital.”

Beat the competition and profit with EFI’s integrated Fiery®, VUTEk®,
Jetrion®, EFI Wide Format, Print MIS and Web-to-Print solutions.
Visit www.efi.com to learn more.

Why EFI?
EFI™ (www.efi.com) helps businesses worldwide bring their visions
and goals to life with a scalable, digital product portfolio. Our powerful
servers; controllers; RIPs; inkjet printers, and precise colour and
imaging solutions help companies increase their brand recognition
and market reach on signs, buildings, bus wraps, graphic displays
and more. Our business automation software helps companies work
faster and more cost-effectively. Our office, enterprise and mobile
cloud solutions help companies create, access, and communicate
impactful information that can win them more business.

6750 Dumbarton Circle
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