EFI VUTEk 5r
Case Study

New Decor relies on 5-metre
capabilities to meet quality
and productivity demands
In the 1990s, the Rome, Italy-based New Decor began
the transition from screen to digital printing, with a
shift towards display graphics. Today’s New Decor is the
preferred supplier of brand owners, agencies, retailers
and advertising agencies who want to display their
brands through extra-large formats. “The bulk of the
volumes are still linked to advertising, but the most
profitable projects are those in which we provide the
turnkey project, where our competitors cannot follow
us,” says New Decor co-owner Angelo Modica. “For
example, we usually manage projects of paddock
coating for motor racing, and complete image changes
in multiplex theatres throughout Italy.” New Decor also
supplies print to commercial partners and printers who
do not have industrial-grade technologies.
To keep up with growing volumes and faster turnaround,
New Decor chose the EFI™ VUTEk 5r LED inkjet
superwide-format roll-to-roll printer.
®

Advantages of fabrics and 5-metre printing
New Decor’s most profitable projects are on mesh,
weldable fabrics, canvas, polyester fabrics, and materials
designed for backlighting. Fabric printing is continuously
growing, they say, thanks to its lightness and aesthetic
characteristics, especially in shopping centres and
points of sale.
New Decor produce billboards of hundreds of square
metres, high runs of posters, as well as photorealistic
lightbox displays. “We use the full width of our
superwide printers, so much so that about 90 percent
of our reel purchases are on 5 metres,” explains Modica,
“while only 10 percent are in 3.2-metre width.”
“In the production of backlit lightboxes with double
ink layer, EFI VUTEk 5r offers us extraordinary quality,
especially in the most delicate areas of the image, such
as shadows and halftones,” continues Modica. “So, we
can also print on the 5-metre size those jobs that were
normally produced with smaller and less competitive

Challenge:
“Two or three years ago the challenge was
to deliver in 24 hours, today we manage
daily orders of hundreds of square metres,
with delivery within ﬁve to six hours.”
ANGELO MODICA, CO-OWNER
NEW DECOR

machines.” Thanks to a sophisticated nesting process, New Decor
reduces the number of roll changes and uses the entire print width
for imposition and gang-runs of smaller sizes.
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“In the world of advertising, bright red, intense blues and neutral
shades of grey are imperative, which many UV printers only achieve
through complex settings, or using special printing modes. It’s
impressive to see how EFI inks reproduce these colours naturally,”
adds Modica.

Fast-to-market and minimum operator supervision
“Two or three years ago the challenge was to deliver in 24 hours,
today we manage daily orders of hundreds of square meters, with
delivery within five to six hours,” says Modica “And the situation
worsens if we talk about advertising campaigns, where the change
of image is mandatory every 14 days. This means facing, at least 26
times a year, peaks in the production of 6,000 sqm of banners in a
single day, without compromising quality. So choosing a 460 m /hr
machine like the VUTEk 5r gives us the peace of mind of producing
between 200 and 250 m /hr in high quality and with minimum
operator supervision.”
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Advantages of LED curing
“With many UV printers installed in the same department, when
summer arrives we start to have too high temperatures and
frequent downtime due to the heat generated by mercury lamps

Solution:
“Choosing a 460 m /hr machine like the VUTEk 5r
gives us the peace of mind of producing between
200 and 250 m /hr in high quality and with
minimum operator supervision.”
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From left to right, Jacopo Modica and Angelo Modica, co-owners of New Decor

on the machines,” says Jacopo Modica, New Decor co-owner and
production manager. “For this reason, cold cure LED turns into huge
benefits, which include lower air conditioning costs and greater wellbeing of our operators. LEDs also significantly reduce the thermal
stress of materials and dimensional variations, which in very large
formats can be as much as a few centimetres. Years ago, applying
heat to PVC was an advantage for the penetration of solvent inks, but
with UV it is no longer necessary, especially on PVC-based adhesive.
Thanks to LED we no longer have curling problems with
the liner, and we also obtain greater stability on coated fabrics,
canvas, flags, polyester and cotton.”

Total cost of ownership

Result:
“We now face peaks in
the production of
6,000 sqm of banners
in a single day, without
compromising quality.”
JACOPO MODICA, CO-OWNER
AND PRODUCTION MANAGER
NEW DECOR

For New Decor total cost of ownership is at centre of its investment
policies. In the case of the EFI VUTEk 5r, first, a 7-picolitre drop not
only contributes to high quality but also significantly reduces ink
consumption. Then there is the transversal cut and the longitudinal
blades, which allow the material to be trimmed on the X and Y axes
directly in the printer, and the minimum quantity of substrate needed
to restart the machine every time the roll is changed. Finally, the
wrinkle detection system automatically identifies any problems on
the roll, interrupting printing and allowing the operator to restore the
material, then restart the printing job exactly where it left off. “With
thousands of square metres of substrates printed every day, dozens
of job changes and hundreds of litres of ink consumed every month,
what for others is a marginal saving, for us, translates into tens of
thousands of euros saved per year, as well as a massive reduction in
waste to dispose and recycle,” says Jacopo Modica.
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EFI fuels success.
We develop breakthrough technologies for the manufacturing of signage, packaging, textiles,
ceramic tiles, and personalised documents, with a wide range of printers, inks, digital front ends,
and a comprehensive business and production workflow suite that transforms and streamlines
the entire production process, increasing your competitiveness and boosting productivity.
Visit www.efi.com or call 0808 101 3484 (UK only) or +44 (0)1246 298000 for more information.
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