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Edward Rothschild and his wife Robin
opened their first AlphaGraphics
location as a greenfield operation in
Arvada, Colo., in 1996. Since that time,
they have grown to three locations with
30 employees and about $3.9 million in
annual revenue. In addition to organic
growth, the Rothschilds have benefited
from acquisitions, tuck-ins and the
conversion of a small, independent
print operation to an AlphaGraphics
franchise. In addition, in 2013 they
acquired PosterDog.com, a small
online business for the production of
posters and gallery-wrapped canvases
that is now branded as “powered
by AlphaGraphics.”
AlphaGraphics Arvada
8290 W. 80th Avenue Unit #3
Arvada, CO 80005
+1 303-422-5400
www.alphagraphics5280.com

AlphaGraphics Arvada Leverages the
EFI H652 for Double-digit Growth in
Wide-format Work
Challenge:
“While we have a number of roll-to-roll machines, the majority of
our large-format work came from our EFI H650 printer. We were
looking to upgrade it to another hybrid printer to increase reliability
and make room for more growth.”
Edward Rothschild
Owner
AlphaGraphics Arvada
AlphaGraphics’s Arvada, Colo., franchise had offered wide-format
services for several years using roll-to-roll printing technologies. In 2011,
the company added an EFI™ H650 UV hybrid flatbed/roll-to-roll printer
to increase the range of applications it could produce. The printer was
such a success that, in October 2013, AlphaGraphics Arvada sought an
upgrade to a newer, more efficient and more reliable printer. White ink
capability was a key factor in the decision-making process.

AlphaGraphics Arvada Owner Edward Rothschild also considered some
of the ways EFI has been a reliable supplier to the company, and not just
with inkjet technology. The franchise also uses EFI OPS (Online Print
Solutions) web-to-print and eCommerce software, and has migrated
most of its eCommerce work to OPS from another software platform.
AlphaGraphics Arvada also has EFI Fiery® digital front ends (DFEs)
driving several digital color presses, including two Xerox 700s, a Xerox
800, a Canon 6000 and a Ricoh 901C. “We are trying to standardize on
Fiery as much as possible,” Rothschild says, “so we have a consistent
workflow for our staff.”

Solution:
Knowing consistency generates growth, Rothschild looked to expand
what his franchise offered with a wide-format device that complements
previous successes.

Solution:
“We believe the EFI H652 is
the best fit for our business
for flatbed printing. The
installation was smooth,
the support is great and
the performance has been
fabulous.”
Edward Rothschild
Owner
AlphaGraphics Arvada

“We had been very happy with the previous printer,” says Rothschild,
“so it made the most sense to stay with EFI and acquire the newer EFI
H652 hybrid. It fits the bill for a productive, flatbed printer, and with its
white ink capability, we are also able to use the roll-to-roll feature for
things like window clings.”
AlphaGraphics Arvada’s 65-inch-wide EFI H652 UV hybrid printer
delivers near-photographic imaging in medium-volume applications
where quality and productivity are critical to customer demand. Despite
premium features such as standard white ink and grayscale imaging,
printing companies can break even on their EFI H652 printer investment
by running it a few hours per day.
With its vacuum-belt media transport system, the printer handles a wide
range of flexible and rigid media, including foam board, PVC, Styrene,
plywood, MDO, aluminum, aluminum plastic composite, cardboard,
acrylic and glass. Plus, the EFI H652 printer’s grayscale print heads
boost image quality, producing saturated colors and smooth color
gradations by utilizing eight ink-drop sizes, which range from 42 down
to six picoliters for fine-detail work.
Like the company’s digital production presses, AlphaGraphics Arvada’s
printer runs off of an EFI Fiery DFE, adding even more consistency to
the company’s overall workflow.
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Results:
“From 2012 to 2013, we grew
29% in large format, and half
of that was attributable to
the EFI H652 UV printer.”
Edward Rothschild
Owner
AlphaGraphics Arvada

Results:
Rothschild reports that about 90% of the work that runs through the
EFI H652 printer is flat stock, with the other 10% primarily being roll-fed
products such as window clings that require white ink. The ability to
print on a wide range of substrates and offer quick turnaround times on
the printer fits well with the company’s efforts to be flexible and meet
customer needs while offering superior service.
“Our first EFI flatbed enabled us to acquire a very large beverage customer
for whom we do regional printing,” Rothschild says. “We may do 100 to
200 banners for a football game where they are running a promotion, or
point-of-sale materials for convenience stores. They could acquire these
materials less expensively from a national provider but would not have
the flexibility we are able to offer in terms of versioned materials and a
fast turnaround time for these regional promotional products.”
In addition to banners, Rothschild produces end caps, shelf talkers and
even machine wraps for beverage vending machines, as well as other
point-of-sale materials.

“We also do work for a grocery store in the area that has its own in-plant
print operation, assisting with the store’s overflow work,” Rothschild
adds. “The H652 has been a big help there. Another customer in
our commercial printing area for whom we produce meeting support
materials also transferred all of its large-format work to us after seeing
the breadth of what we could do.”
In addition, the EFI H652 printer is a key contributor to Rothschild’s
PosterDog.com business. “We have been able to experiment with some
interesting and innovative products using the H652, including photo
printing on metal, a fairly unique offering that not many others are doing,”
Rothschild says
“Large format is one of our most important growth markets,” he adds.
“We made a diligent effort to invest in marketing, people and technology
to continue to grow that business, and the EFI H652 is a key contributor
to our success.”

Beat the competition and profit with EFI’s integrated Fiery®, VUTEk®,
EFI Wide Format, Jetrion®, Print MIS and Web-to-Print solutions.
Visit www.efi.com to learn more.

Why EFI?
EFI™ (www.efi.com) helps businesses worldwide bring their visions
and goals to life with a scalable, digital product portfolio. Our powerful
servers; controllers; RIPs; inkjet printers, and precise color and
imaging solutions help companies increase their brand recognition
and market reach on signs, buildings, bus wraps, graphic displays
and more. Our business automation software helps companies work
faster and more cost-effectively. Our office, enterprise and mobile
cloud solutions help companies create, access, and communicate
impactful information that can win them more business.
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Fremont, CA 94555
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www.efi.com
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