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In the current market environment, it is not always 
easy for small businesses to develop strategies for 
the future. Online printers are grabbing increasing 
volumes of standard jobs and heating up the already 
fi erce price competition. Druckerei Walding, based 
outside Linz, Austria, is counteracting this trend by 
further diff erentiating its products and services, and 
thus strengthening its ties to customers rooted in the 
region. On its way to becoming a one-stop shop, the 
company recently installed a wide-format printer—the 
EFI™ H1625 LED.

After successfully supplementing its off set services 
with digital printing, Druckerei Walding examined 
the market and determined that the next step toward 
expanding their services was wide-format printing.

“After taking an important step in 2012 by acquiring a 
special digital printing system to expand our product 
range, we have spent the last two years giving a lot 
of thought to the diff erent directions in which we 
could take our company in the future,” explains Josef 
Rechberger, general manager. “We looked more closely 
at various technologies and realised that we would 
like to get into wide-format printing. We were looking 
for a system capable of processing both fl exible and 
rigid media, so as to avoid exposing ourselves to high-
margin pressure right from the outset.”

“Our evaluation showed us,” emphasises Rechberger, 
“that wide-format printing is also subject to very 
intense competition. As a small business, we cannot 
assert ourselves on the market through sheer volume; 
we need to deliver custom solutions. The UV technology 
of the EFI H1625 with LED curing is the key to being 
able to print on virtually all media.” He calls the system 
a “jack of all trades” that gives small businesses in 
particular, tremendous fl exibility for serving a number 
of diverse market segments.

Small business fi nds LED 
wide-format a saviour in 
a challenging market.

EFI H1625 LED
Case Study

Challenge:

After successfully supplementing its off set 

services with digital printing, Druckerei 

Walding determined that the next step 

toward expanding their services was 

wide-format printing.
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A foundation in prepress and offset 

The company has its origins in prepress, which is still a pillar of 
the business, though to a lesser extent. These activities are today 
managed by the Repro + Montage Service company. “There are still 
businesses out there today that value premium image quality and 
use our services for that reason. Our know-how in prepress is the 
foundation for our high-end print quality,” explains Rechberger. 

“We have consistently stuck with offset printing,” points out 
Rechberger, “because it ultimately generated the profits we needed 
over the last seven years to expand the company in the direction 
of digital printing. Thanks to this combination, we succeeded in 
positioning ourselves on the market as a regional service provider 
and attracting customers with our tailored solutions.”

Adding wide-format to the mix

With the EFI H1625 LED, Druckerei Walding went a step further and can  
now even complete runs of just one, as Rechberger puts it. He also  
mentions a few of the potential applications, such as custom wallpaper,  
kitchen backsplashes and doors. Apart from the typical printing 
applications on flexible and rigid media, the company has its eye  
on diverse fields of activity, especially in the interior design segment.

What impressed the entrepreneur most about the printer was the 
overall concept and specifically its solid construction, since that 
determines its high production reliability. However, the ink curing 
with energy-saving LED lamps was another criteria in favour of the 
EFI printer. The system heats up to only 40 °C, which in turn opens 

In operation for over 20 years, 
Druckerei Walding draws on the 
experience of owner and managing 
director Josef Rechberger. Walding 
offers a complete range of printing 
services including prepress, offset, 
digital printing and most recently, 
wide-format printing, as well as 
finishing services for all printing 
technologies.

With a staff of six highly trained 
specialists, Walding produces 
everything from business cards and 
postcards to personalised mailers, 
brochures and catalogues. 
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Solution:

LED curing is the key to being able to print  

on virtually all media. The system is a “jack of all 

trades” that gives small businesses in particular, 

tremendous flexibility for serving a number of  

diverse market segments.

Left: “The white channel is another advantage that immediately expands the range  
of applications,” says Rechberger.

Right: In combination with its high resolution, the EFI H1625 LED surpasses screen 
printing in many respects.
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the door to a greater variety of media. Another welcome side-effect  
is the lower power consumption, which reduces CO

2
 emissions.

Increasing applications exponentially

With the EFI printer, quality can be adjusted precisely to a given 
application. For this purpose, standard models have four colours 
(CMYK) plus two white channels, which can be applied to print media 
in an optical resolution of up to 1,200 x 600 dpi – and with up to 
eight levels of variable drop greyscale. The print speed of the H1625 
also depends on the resolution: The printer manages 42.3 m2/hour in 
Express Mode at 300 x 300 dpi, and 7.4 m2/hour in Ultra-Quality Mode 
at 1,200 x 600 dpi. 

The white channel is another advantage that immediately expands 
the range of applications. To achieve the required opacity, two white  
channels are used, meaning that the printer is absolutely on par with  
screen-printing in terms of this characteristic. “However, in combination  
with the high resolution, the system surpasses screen-printing in 
many respects. When you tell customers you can now print in  
162 x 300 cm format at a thickness of up to 5 cm, they just can’t  
get over it,” says Rechberger regarding his talks with customers.

Reaching the next level

When asked about user-friendliness and handling, Rechberger points 
out that his employees’ prepress expertise helped them in operating 
the printer via the EFI Fiery® XF RIP, and that their learning phase 
therefore was relatively short. “The subject of print media is virtually 
unlimited with this machine, so we now have to learn to exploit it to 
the fullest; but we came to grips with the typical media right away. 
The immediate curing of the inks additionally facilitates the print 
finishing process.” For this part of the workflow, Druckerei Walding 
also invested in a cutter, a perfect match for this printer.

Results:

This printer is the ticket to 

becoming a full-service 

provider who no longer 

needs to constantly battle 

being replaceable, and can 

instead move customer 

relations to a higher level 

thanks to its new versatility.

With the LED lamps, the system heats up to only 40 °C, which in turn opens the door  
to a greater variety of media.
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“Exploiting all the possibilities is now up to our own creativity and 
that of our customers,” explains Rechberger. But one thing is for sure:  
the company has successfully realigned its activities. The wide-format  
LED printer based is its ticket to becoming a full-service provider who  
no longer needs to constantly battle being replaceable, and can instead  
move customer relations to a higher level thanks to its new versatility. 
In closing, Josef Rechberger says with a grin that Walding will probably  
soon discover that the printer is too small!

EFI fuels success.
From Fiery to superwide inkjet, from the lowest cost per label to the most  
automated business processes, EFI has everything your company needs to succeed.  
Visit www.efi .com or call 0808 101 3484 or +44 (0)1246 298000 for more information.

Josef Rechberger is very impressed with the user-
friendliness of the EFI H1625 LED.


