
It didn’t take long for large-format printer, richnerstutz ag 
to fl ourish. In 2010, just fi ve years after partners André 
Richner and André Stutz opened their doors, they had 
40 employees. By 2014, they occupied 10,000 square 
metres, employed 120 and were purchasing their fourth 
VUTEk printer.

Their success, they say, was the result of a three-
pronged partnership: with each other, with their 
technology provider and with their customers.

The partnership between Richner and Stutz began 
long before the two started their new venture. Richner 
Blachen AG had become the leading Swiss producer, 
packager and distributor of tarpaulins, tents and facade 
advertising, while André Stutz managed his father’s 
large-format operation. The two men worked together 
harmoniously to produce and fi nish a wide variety of 
challenging projects.

Increasing their competitive edge

richnerstutz began production with the VUTEk 5330, 
a roll-to-roll fi ve-metre, solvent-ink printer, 10 years 
ago. And it has been running around the clock, fi ve 
days a week ever since. It ran so well and so smoothly 
that three years later the company purchased another 
printer, the VUTEk QS3200r, a more versatile UV printer. 
The ability to print on a nearly unlimited variety of 
material increased business dramatically. To keep up 
with the increased demand, two years later, richnerstutz 
exchanged the 3-metre QS3200r for a faster 5-metre 
VUTEk GS5000r, which also has been running reliably 
around the clock ever since. 

As more and more narrower-width jobs came in, 
richnerstutz required a new strategy. So, in 2014 the 
company installed the EFI VUTEk GS3250lx Pro. “We 
opted for the new LED printer because it was a printer 
with the latest technology enabling us to create the 
best-quality prints in the market and thus increase our 
competitive edge,” says managing director André Stutz. 

Great partnerships lead 
to rapid growth

EFI VUTEk GS3250LX Pro
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For him, the LED ink curing at full speed is especially important. “The 
plates do not get as warm and do not bend, which makes transport 
more reliable. We can now print thinner plastic films, the whole machine  
does not heat up as much and the lamps save an enormous amount 
of energy.”

“What we found attractive was the immense flexibility of the  
VUTEk GS3250lx Pro thanks to the quick changeover from roll-to-
roll to flatbed printing in under two minutes without tools,” says 
production manager Marco Schuhmacher. After thorough testing and  
evaluation he found that the image quality of the VUTEk came out on  
top, operation was simpler, conversion from roll to plate was faster and  
the printer was robustly designed for continuous industrial use. “Ultimately  
for me, the deciding factor was the reliability of the VUTEk printers 
based on our ten years’ experience with them,” adds Schuhmacher, 
“and the good experiences we have had with EFI as a partner.” 

Focusing on assembly

In Switzerland, the most successful large-format printers are those 
that have mastered the finishing and on-site assembly of mega 
posters. Richner’s experience gave richnerstutz a huge advantage. 
They can weld sheets together to create tear-resistant mega posters 
of practically unlimited sizes using a high-frequency welding system. 
In their own metalworking shop, they design and build metal frames 
that can be used to implement the creative ideas of advertising agencies  
and billboard companies. This means entire exhibition stands can be  
built and equipped with advertising displays without stability problems.  
The possibilities with 3D advertising posters quickly made richnerstutz  
very well-known and very successful.

Located in Villmergen, Switzerland, 
richnerstutz ag was founded in 2005 
by André Richner and André Stutz. 
André Richner merged his Richner 
Blachen AG with André Stutz’s 
ASPrint AG. 

The company operates in all areas 
of large-format printing and on-site 
assembly: Trams, railways, cable cars, 
new buildings, building renovations, 
huge building façades, red carpet 
events such as film festivals, music 
awards, FIFA® Ballon d’Or congresses 
and exhibition portals, as well as back 
panels for display stands and as well 
as complete exhibition stands. 

richnerstutz ag  

Durisolstrasse 1  

CH-5612 Villmergen 

T +41 56 616 67 67  

www.richnerstutz.ch

Solution:

“We opted for the new VUTEk GS3250lx Pro because 

it was a printer with the latest technology enabling 

us to create the best quality prints in the market and 

thus increase our competitive edge.” 

ANDRÉ STUTZ, MANAGING DIRECTOR  
RICHNERSTUTZ AG

The second partnership with EFI is based on a decade of confidence in the reliability of 
printers like this VUTEk 5330, which still produces around the clock five days a week.
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richnerstutz’s most important partners

To work hand-in-hand with its customers, richnerstutz setup a project  
management department. It is the point of contact for large customers  
and the 12-person staff carries out every aspect of project planning. 
The project management team has planned and carried out jobs 
which would have been impossible without them.

For the 2012 Olympics in London, for example, Swiss radio and 
television broadcaster SRF wanted an eye-catching media presence 
with public appeal and richnerstutz took on the task of building a 
copy of the famous Big Ben at Zurich’s main train station. To mirror 
Big Ben, richnerstutz built the bell tower around the station clocks 
and recreated the spire. richnerstutz designed the model, built the 
13.5-metre high frame for the tower, used photographs to print the 
individual parts of the facade on fabric, then inserted the prints into 
the frame. Big Ben was assembled in the night prior to the opening 
ceremony and for two weeks, visitors to the main train station 
wondered in awe how Big Ben had come to be in Zurich.

Another advertiser, Evian took advantage of the Swiss première of 
the 2014 Spider-Man film. At the Zurich train station, richnerstutz 
built a 7.5-metre tall refrigerator made of wood. Its 1300-kilo door 
was designed to open to distribute chilled bottles of Evian to the 
public. Above it hung an Evian mega poster from which Spider-Man 
had thrown his net across the top of the fridge. For the debut of this 
exhibit, when the door opened, a “real” Spider-Man actually climbed 
from around the poster and onto the fridge! It took 20 experts four 
weeks to design and build the scene. richnerstutz even provided the 
“real” Spider-Man. 

As spectacular as these projects are, richnerstutz is still exposed 
to competition like any other large-format printing company. But 
richnerstutz demonstrates that with the help of all its partners no 
challenge is too big.

Results:

Image quality of the VUTEk 

GS3250lx Pro came out on 

top, operation was simpler, 

conversion from roll to plate 

was faster and the machine 

was robustly designed for 

continuous industrial use.

The partnership between André Richner and André Stutz enables three-dimensional 
mega posters like this one with five Fiat® cars on the building wall. 
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EFI fuels success.
From Fiery to superwide inkjet, from the lowest cost per label to the most  
automated business processes, EFI has everything your company needs to succeed.  
Visit www.efi .com or call 0808 101 3484 or +44 (0)1246 298000 for more information.


