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Artists with Machines’ Bryan Waddell, Executive Director of Creative Technologies; Keishawn Garrett, Manager,
Print Production; and Chad Trumbo, Manager, Design/Prepress

Artists with Machines began two
decades ago as general theming
contractors — a group of artists
hand painting murals. As the
company evolved, so did its need
for technology. According to CEO/
Founder Steve Urell, “Initially I was
worried we would lose our artistic

EFI VUTEk printers give Artists with
Machines a greener creative canvas
Challenge:
“Artists are incredible people. But with machines as their brushes,
they’re a phenomenon! Keeping our machines state of the art
keeps our creative juices flowing.”

soul. But we are just as much
artists today as we were 20 years
ago, learning a whole new business
almost every year, whether it is print,
paints, plastics, wood, metal, design,
merchandising or installation.” Today,
the company employs about 135
people across all of its disciplines.

3750 Courtright Court
Columbus, Ohio 43227
1.614.252.6342

www.artistswithmachines.com
sales@gtcawn.com

– Bryan Waddell, Executive Director of
Creative Technologies, Artists with Machines
For several years after it was founded in 1995, General Theming Contractors
(gtc), the forerunner of Artists with Machines, made its mark with hand-painted
murals. In about 2001, when customers began requesting multiple copies of
the same mural, the company added its first superwide-format solvent printers.
As business grew, the company upgraded its fleet by adding two EFI™
VUTEk® PressVUE 320 printers. Then in early 2013, Artists with Machines
again reevaluated its production platform. “We wanted to stay ahead of the
technology curve,” says Bryan Waddell, the company’s executive director of
Creative Technologies. “And we were getting customer requests that required
faster throughput, higher resolution and a greater range of color. We also
believed that there was a significant need for a printing solution with white ink.”

Solution:
“We have come full circle.
Where we had a fleet
of solvent printers 10
years ago, we now have
two machines pumping
out work ranging from
small jobs to work for
national clients.”
– Bryan Waddell,
Executive Director of
Creative Technologies,
Artists with Machines
Athletic shoe retail décor produced on Artists with Machines’ EFI VUTEk LED equipment.

Solution:
“We had had VUTEk printers for quite a few years,” Waddell says. “We saw a
similar culture to ours: We try to deliver what customers desire, and VUTEk was
adding resources to make sure they effectively served their customers. We felt
it was a no-brainer to stick with EFI as we upgraded our fleet. We saw how the
VUTEk GS3250lx printers with LED curing could take us to the next level, and we
knew we would have the support we needed to make this transition.”
With that in mind, Artists with Machines acquired two new VUTEk printers
in January 2014 — a VUTEk GS3250lx Pro flatbed/roll-to-roll LED printer and
a VUTEk GS3250lxr Pro roll-to-roll LED printer. The two new printers tripled
Artists with Machines’ capacity, and it meant Waddell and his team could
focus on using the latest and greatest technology to create better
printed results.
“Now,” Waddell says, “about 90% of our production is going through the
new VUTEk LED printers, and our sales people can be more aggressive about
filling in some of the down times we experience in our primary markets of
retail and construction.”

Results:
The new EFI VUTEk printers make a strong showing as workhorses within Artists
with Machines’ facility. “We do so many different things, it is actually hard
to believe we have all of it under one roof — laser cutting, routing, traditional
painting, and we also have a metal shop. It is a lot to take in,” Waddell says.
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Results:
“Our VUTEk LED printers
have allowed our supervisors
and operators to push
technology to the limits,
and our customers are
thrilled. We stretch the
boundaries of what a lot of
traditional places tend to
shy away from.”

Artists with Machines’ EFI VUTEk GS3250lx and GS3250lxr printers have made the company more versatile in its
retail design work.

Artists with Machines serves many different clients in the retail and
construction industries, and not all of them have an extensive background in
what it takes to create top-quality graphics. Taking a plant tour is essential
to prove to new customers that the company can really do everything it
promises. “When we show visitors our two giant printers, it is eye-opening
for someone not entrenched in the business,” says Waddell. “It is always
nice to see the majesty and capability of our VUTEk printers through the
customer’s eyes.”
But Artists with Machines’ work doesn’t stop once something is printed.
Items are overcoated, routed or turned into some kind of fixture or structure,
or sometimes they become an element of something else, and that is where
the LED printing — with its cool cure capabilities — changes the equation.
“The quality of the ink and its stability in these post-printing processes is
critical,” Waddell says. “We have had excellent feedback on the quality
we are getting out of these new printers, as well as our ability to deliver
work faster.”
About 90% of the jobs Artists with Machines creates using the VUTEk
GS3250lxr Pro printer is wall-covering work. The company also produces some
very unique rigid-substrate applications using the VUTEk GS2350lx Pro printer
in flatbed mode.
According to Waddell, “We are the guys that make the things you think are
impossible. Not only are we getting better quality and higher throughput, but
we are getting resounding kudos from clients on the results.”

– Bryan Waddell,
Executive Director of
Creative Technologies,
Artists with Machines

Another big productivity-booster with the VUTEk GS3250lx Pro is its ability to
print on pre-cut or or pre-routed substrates. “We jig them in and see what is
possible,” Waddell says.
With the roll-to-roll VUTEk GS3250lxr Pro printer, the ability to run two rolls
at once “gives us an elevated capacity that we didn’t think could ever be
achieved,” Waddell notes. “It is amazing to have that in our back pocket.
“Our team gets a great deal of enjoyment out of accomplishing some of the
crazy projects that come to us,” he adds. “They like the challenge. They like
being asked to do something people think is not possible. And our two new
VUTEk printers are critical tools that let them take their creativity to a whole
new level.”
As artists, the staff and management at Artists with Machines are also
concerned about the environmental impact of their work. For that reason, “we
love the LED curing,” Waddell says. “When you walk into our shop, you don’t
smell that ozone-like scent or the solvent ink smell. Even clients say that our
operation smells cleaner than other plants.”

Beat the competition and profit with EFI’s integrated Fiery ®, VUTEk®,
Jetrion®, EFI Wide Format, Print MIS and Web-to-Print solutions.
Visit www.efi.com to learn more.

Why EFI?
EFI™ (www.efi.com) helps businesses worldwide bring their visions
and goals to life with a scalable, digital product portfolio. Our powerful
servers; controllers; RIPs; inkjet printers, and precise color and imaging
solutions help companies increase their brand recognition and market
reach on signs, buildings, bus wraps, graphic displays and more. Our
business automation software helps companies work faster and more
cost-effectively. Our office, enterprise and mobile cloud solutions help
companies create, access, and communicate impactful information
that can win them more business.
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650-357-3500
www.efi.com

Auto-Count, BioVu, BioWare, ColorWise, Command WorkStation, Digital StoreFront, DocBuilder, DocBuilder Pro, DocStream, EDOX, the EFI logo, Electronics For Imaging,
Fabrivu, Fiery, the Fiery logo, Inkware, Jetrion, MicroPress, OneFlow, PressVu, Printellect, PrinterSite, PrintFlow, PrintMe, PrintSmith Site, Prograph, RIP-While-Print, UltraVu
and VUTEk are registered trademarks of Electronics For Imaging, Inc. in the U.S. and/or certain other countries. BESTColor is a registered trademark of Electronics For Imaging
GmbH in the U.S. The APPS logo, AutoCal, Balance, ColorPASS, Dynamic Wedge, EFI, Estimate, Fast-4, Fiery Driven, the Fiery Driven logo, Fiery Link, Fiery Prints, the Fiery
Prints logo, Fiery Spark, FreeForm, Hagen, the Jetrion logo, Logic, Pace, Printcafe, the PrintMe logo, PrintSmith, Print to Win, PSI, PSI Flexo, Rastek, the Rastek logo, RIPChips,
SendMe, Splash, Spot-On, UltraPress, UltraTex, UV Series 50, VisualCal, the VUTEk logo and WebTools are trademarks of Electronics For Imaging, Inc. in the U.S. and/or certain
other countries. Best, the Best logo, Colorproof, PhotoXposure, Remoteproof, and Screenproof are trademarks of Electronics For Imaging GmbH in the U.S. and/or certain other
countries. All other terms and product names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners, and are hereby acknowledged.
© 2014 Electronics For Imaging

GVP.069.07.14_US

