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Sir Speedy Raleigh expands services
and improves time to market with
EFI Wide Format printers
Challenge:
Sir Speedy Raleigh had been producing wide-format
work for some time on roll-fed printers but was looking
for a more productive solution that could reduce
turnaround times, add new services, and reduce the
amount of outsourced work. The company, which is
owned by Lloyd Newton, needed a hybrid flatbed or
roll-to-roll printer that could accomplish all of these
goals and more.

Solution:
“In the spirit of continuous improvement,” says
Newton, “we were looking to upscale our services.
We wanted to be able to offer our customers a greater
breadth of products and to give them a more unique
product. And we wanted to speed time to market and
improve our margins by reducing the amount of work
we were outsourcing. The logical place to start was in
our signage department.”
In 2014, Sir Speedy Raleigh chose to acquire an EFI
H1625 LED hybrid wide-format printer. The versatile,
65-inch-wide printer offers stunning output, using
grayscale printheads delivering near-photographic
image quality with saturated colors and smooth
gradations. The printer also offers EFI’s industryleading white ink, a truly differentiating feature that
expands the productivity, value, and quality users can
offer on backlit signage, aluminum and aluminum
composite signage, window clings, and other popular
offerings printed on clear, metallic, or colored media.
EFI’s industry-leading “cool cure” LED printer
technology reduces energy consumption and costs
compared with arc lamp UV and latex inkjet printers.
It also gives users the ability to print on a broader

High-quality flatbed printing is one of the key advantages Sir Speedy
Raleigh owner Lloyd Newton gets from his EFI H1625 LED printer.

“We needed a more productive wide
format printer to respond to customers
faster and to offer a new range of
innovative products that would allow
us to increase revenues.”
Lloyd Newton,
Owner,
Sir Speedy Raleigh
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Lloyd Newton has owned Sir Speedy
Raleigh since December, 1990,
along with an additional center in
Richmond, Va. The 14-employee
North Carolina business offers a wide
array of print, signage, and marketing
services to customers. Newton
positions both of his Sir Speedy
franchises as integrated marketing
partners that can help customers
fast-forward their businesses.
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Sir Speedy Raleigh’s Frank Healey operates the EFI Fiery digital front on the company’s
digital color press.

range of substrates, including media that cannot withstand high-heat
drying or curing methods.
Newton chose to install EFI Fiery software with the printer as well.
Fiery was definitely a bonus in terms of consistency, ease of use,
and quality because Sir Speedy Raleigh’s staff already knew how to
operate Fiery systems to get the best results.
®

Results:
“A number of things were attractive about our investment,” Newton
says. “We had already been using Fiery digital front ends on our
digital presses for some time, so having Fiery on the H1625 meant
reduced training time was required for our staff.”
Newton found that the H1625 printer’s cool cure LED technology
expanded the range of heat-sensitive materials he could use. “We
also liked the white ink capability,” he adds. “We put that to work
almost immediately for a doctor’s office that had just joined a larger
group. We created glass panels with the new logo and a flood of
white ink for a frosted glass look. They were beautiful pieces, and
the client was very happy.”

“We like that the printer’s LED bulbs last practically
forever. The printer uses much less power than
traditional UV-curing printers, and it takes many
of the variables out of the printing process.”
Lloyd Newton,
Owner,
Sir Speedy Raleigh
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The EFI H1625 LED printer has helped Sir Speedy Raleigh excel in a broader range of marketing graphics offerings.

Sales creativity at work
Newton gives his sales team a lot of credit for creativity in
approaching clients with this new offering. “They have really
embraced our new capabilities,” he says, “and they are quite creative
in talking with clients about new applications we can produce.”
One example is a piece that was printed on brushed metal. “This is
something we clearly could never have done in-house without the
EFI H1625,” Newton states. “We are also thrilled with the ability of this
hybrid flatbed/roll-to-roll printer to print directly on rigid substrates.
That eliminates several steps in the manufacturing process and the
need to outsource work printed on vinyl for mounting. We simply
print directly on the rigid substrate for a process that is exponentially
faster and much more cost-effective.”
Newton also purchased a Summa cutting table to go with his new
hybrid wide-format printer. “We do a fair amount of trade show
signage,” he explains, “and if we can put shapes onto this signage for
a more eye-catching display, we can separate ourselves — and our
customers — from the pack.”
Newton and his team are excited about the new capabilities they can
now offer but are not stopping here with their creative efforts. “We are
continuing to explore other specialty substrates,” Newton concludes,
“that will further help customers brand themselves with unique
products. We’re having a lot of fun, making money, and endearing
ourselves even more to our customers. That’s how a business
should be run!”
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EFI fuels success.
From Fiery to superwide inkjet, from the lowest cost per label to the most
automated business processes, EFI has everything your company needs to
succeed. Visit www.efi.com or call 650-357-3500 for more information.

Nothing herein should be construed as a warranty in addition to the express warranty statement provided with EFI products and services.
The APPS logo, AutoCal, Auto-Count, Balance, Best, the Best logo, BESTColor, BioVu, BioWare, ColorPASS, Colorproof, ColorWise, Command WorkStation, CopyNet, Cretachrom,
Cretaprint, the Cretaprint logo, Cretaprinter, Cretaroller, DockNet, Digital StoreFront, DocBuilder, DocBuilder Pro, DocStream, DSFdesign Studio, Dynamic Wedge, EDOX, EFI, the EFI
logo, Electronics For Imaging, Entrac, EPCount, EPPhoto, EPRegister, EPStatus, Estimate, ExpressPay, Fabrivu, Fast-4, Fiery, the Fiery logo, Fiery Driven, the Fiery Driven logo, Fiery
JobFlow, Fiery JobMaster, Fiery Link, Fiery Prints, the Fiery Prints logo, Fiery Spark, FreeForm, Hagen, Inktensity, Inkware, Jetrion, the Jetrion logo, LapNet, Logic, MiniNet, Monarch,
MicroPress, OneFlow, Pace, PhotoXposure, Printcafe, PressVu, PrinterSite, PrintFlow, PrintMe, the PrintMe logo, PrintSmith, PrintSmith Site, Printstream, Print to Win, Prograph, PSI, PSI
Flexo, Radius, Rastek, the Rastek logo, Remoteproof, RIPChips, RIP-While-Print, Screenproof, SendMe, Sincrolor, Splash, Spot-On, TrackNet, UltraPress, UltraTex, UltraVu, UV Series 50,
VisualCal, VUTEk, the VUTEk logo, and WebTools are trademarks of Electronics For Imaging, Inc. and/or its wholly owned subsidiaries in the U.S. and/or certain other countries.
All other terms and product names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners, and are hereby acknowledged.

© 2015 ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING | WWW.EFI.COM

GVP160.04.15_US

