


















9. Conclusion
In conclusion, the growth of high-quality digital textile printers is being acknowledged by the growing market 
base of users but the con�dence in the devices now available are playing a vital role in seeing an increase in 
worldwide interest. Dye-sublimation opportunities are also being acknowledged not only as a viable alternative to 
the processes available for manufacturing signs and displays on �exible materials. It is also proving itself as a strong 
contender in the segment for interior décor where fabrics play an integral role across a range of applications, from 
wall coverings to furnishings.

The importance of the right software to machine to calendering process cannot be emphasised too strongly 
as each element is interdependent of the other elements that form part of the overall throughput procedure. 
Additionally, the combination of printer and the digital front end used to provide the correct data in terms of 
colour and droplet handling is also absolutely vital when working with textiles.

A low-end to mid-range production printer might satisfy the requirements of users with modest demand for 
dye sublimation production. However, in realistic terms where digital textile printing is to be regarded as a major 
investment and productivity tool for a print service provider, then potential investors should investigate thoroughly 
the history of the manufacturer they are considering. Digital technology and its relationship with the polyester and 
polyester-based mixes suitable for the dye-sublimation process can be linked with developers that have a strong 
legacy in producing platforms that incorporate ink chemistries for a variety of end uses. 

However, the idiosyncratic characteristics that are associated with all types of textile printing require a deep-
seated knowledge of the fabrics and their behaviour in terms of dye performance and its relationship with the 
end materials. The combination of an analogue pedigree whose principles have migrated successfully to digital 
environments, with the correct machine design and construction, plus the required software elements should rank 
at the top of the list of preferences for new investors and those users looking to upgrade to a heavy-duty platform 
that accommodates their increased requirements for producing print via the dye-sublimation process.
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