
Quick Tips:
Choosing the right  

superwide roll-to-roll printer
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TIP
1

•	 Print modes vary, so know what you’re comparing in order to make a more informed decision

•	 Don’t be afraid to test, test and test!

Always (we mean always)
compare print modes
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TIP

•	 Marketing materials and sales pitches often reference “up to” print production speeds

•	 These modes are sometimes express or draft modes that may not be used often

Don’t be distracted 
by marketing hype 
and sales pitches

2



Quick tips for choosing the right roll-to-roll printer | 4 

TIP

•	 Always ask yourself, “What image quality do my customers expect?”

•	 Then, compare speeds to print quality

It’s speed/quality  
that really matters
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TIP Know your print quality modes

4 Express / Draft	 Not usually used or a sellable print mode

Distant View / 	 No visible artifacts from a viewing distance  
Outdoor	 of 10 feet (3 meters) or more

Production	 No visible artifacts from a viewing distance  
	 of 6 feet (1.8 meters) or more

POP Quality	 No visible artifacts from a viewing distance  
	 of 3 feet (1 meter) or more

High Quality	 No visible artifacts from a viewing distance  
	 of 1 foot (30 centimeters) or more

Ultra Quality	 No visible artifacts from a viewing distance  
	 of less than 1 foot (30 centimeters)

QUALITY MODE	 DESCRIPTION
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TIP

•	 Determine the image quality your customers expect

•	 Match it to the printer’s production sweet spot

•	 Do they match?

Do an apples-to-apples
comparison: Method 1

5



Quick tips for choosing the right roll-to-roll printer | 7 

TIP

•	 Pin down the quality levels that are your “money” modes

•	 Determine if the printer’s productivity at that quality level is a fit for your business

Do an apples-to-money
comparison: Method 2
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TIP Run the same test file
on each printer
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TIP Document your results with this 
handy worksheet

8 Express / Draft

Distant View /   
Outdoor

Production

POP Quality

High Quality

Ultra Quality

Specialty Print  
Modes:

Samples 
4 Color-Color,  
White, Color

4 Color-White  
Under

Quality mode	 Time 	 Print mode/productivity

MANUFACTURER 1 MANUFACTURER 2 MANUFACTURER 3

Time 	 Print mode/productivity Time 	 Print mode/productivity
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TIP

•	 Are you restricted to a certain size media?

•	 Do you need to print seamless applications?

•	 Larger printers offer the versatility to print full-width rolls and multiple rolls up

Consider the printer’s  
maximum print width
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TIP

•	 Meet the growing demands for higher quality with quicker turnaround times while extending 
your range of supported substrates, including lower cost and added-value specialty media, 
with lower-heat LED lamps

•	 Increase uptime and productivity with instant on/off lamps and less maintenance

•	 Drive down operating costs with significantly less energy consumption (1.8 kW instead of  
10 kW and lamps are only on during printing), less waste trying to find the right cure level,  
and fewer consumable parts 

•	 Reduce waste with consistent color output and simple operation 

•	 Satisfy customer requests for a greener print solution with low VOCs, lower power 
consumption, and less waste and consumables

Don’t look at anything but  
LED ink and curing technology
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TIP

• A lot goes into your roll-to-roll digital inkjet printer decision, so be sure
you’re getting the real facts when it comes to productivity comparisons

• We want you to make a brilliant decision – whatever printer you choose

Let’s be brilliant. Together.
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Visit us online or call 800-875-7117 for more information.

https://go.efi.com/en_r2r-upgrade


Nothing herein should be construed as a warranty in addition to the express warranty statement provided with EFI products and services.

AutoCal, Auto-Count, Best Eye, ColorGuard, ColorPASS, ColorRight, ColorWise, Command WorkStation, Cretachrom, Cretaprint, the Cretaprint logo, Cretaprinter, Cretaroller, Digital StoreFront, Divisional Graphics, Distancing Graphics, DocBuilder, Dynamic Wedge, EDOX, EFI, the EFI 
logo, Electronics For Imaging, EPCount, EPPhoto, EPRegister, EPStatus, Estimate, FabriVU, Fast-4, FASTRIP, FASTDRIVE, Fiery, the Fiery logo, Fiery Compose, Fiery Driven, the Fiery Driven logo, Fiery DesignPro, Fiery Edge, Fiery Impose, Fiery ImageViewer, Fiery Intensify, Fiery JobExpert, 
Fiery JobFlow, Fiery JobMaster, Fiery Navigator, Fiery Prints, the Fiery Prints logo, FreeForm, GameSys, Hagen, Inktensity, Inkware, IQ, iQuote, LapNet, Lector, Logic, MarketDirect StoreFront, MarketDirect VDP, MarketDirect Cross Media, Metrics, Metrix, MicroPress, Monarch, Monarch 
Planner, OneFlow, Optima, Optitex, Organizing Print , Pace, Pecas, Pecas Vision, PC-Topp, PressVu, PrinterSite, PrintFlow, PrintMe, the PrintMe logo, PrintSmith, PrintSmith Site, PrintSmith Vision, PrintStream, Profile®, Process Shipper, Prograph, ProGraphics, PSI, PSI Flexo, Radius, 
RIPChips, RIP-While-Print, SafeGuard Graphics, Spot-On, Spot Pro, Synchro 7, Technique, UltraDrop, UltraPress, UltraTex, UltraVu, UV Series 50, VisualCal, VUTEk, the VUTEk logo, and WebTools are trademarks or registered trademarks of Electronics For Imaging, Inc. and/or its wholly 
owned subsidiaries in the U.S. and/or certain other countries.

All other terms and product names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners and are hereby acknowledged.

© 2022 ELECTRONICS FOR IMAGING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. | WWW.EFI.COM

Let’s be brilliant. Together. 
We understand you want breakthrough technologies to lead you through your digital journey. That’s why we’re passionate about driving your 
business growth with a scalable portfolio of products, solutions, services, support, and world-class partnerships for the manufacturing of 
signage, packaging, textiles, ceramic tiles, building materials and personalized documents with a wide range of printers, inks, and digital front 
ends. Our unwavering commitment is to increase your profits, cut costs, improve productivity, and optimize efficiency — job after job, year 
after year. We’re obsessed with your success. And we definitely believe we have the right people, technology and experience to help your 
business achieve its goals. Visit www.efi.com or call 800-875-7117 for more information.
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